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SUBJECT COUDEL PERCY? CONVERSATION WITH FUREIGN MINISTEK FUAD BOUTROS .
1e (C=ENTIRE TEXT) : ‘

2, IMMEDIATE AFTER ARRIVAL ON EVENING OF JAN 190 SENATOR
PERCYe ACCOMPANINED BY SENATE FUREIGN RELATIONS CGMMITTEE
STAFFER BANNERMAN AND AMBASSADOR DILLONy PAID BRIEF FORMAL
CALL ON FOREIGN MINISTER FUAD BOUTROS AT PRESIDENTAL PALACE.
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SHORTLY .AFTEK CALL» BOURTROS JUINED THE SENATOK FOR AN
INFORMAL DINNER AND DISCUSSIUN AT THE AMBASSADUR?’S
RESIDENCEs THE CUNVERSATION wAS EXTREMELY FRIENDLY
AND MUCH UF 1T wAS TAKEN UP wITH BUUTRQOS’ ATTENPT TG
SET HISTURIC CUNTEXT FOR LEBANUN’S PRESENT sxtunvlou.
BOUTRUS TUUCHED OGN THE FULLCWING TOP1CS3 . ,
3¢ SYKIAN PHRESENCE IN LEBANUNS BUUTRUS AGRUED
PASSIUNATELY THAT THE PRESENCE UF SYRIAN FORCES: IN
LEBANUNS wHICH HAD TURNED INTU AN "OCCUPATION", WAS
NOw THE CUUNTRY’S CENTRAL PROBLEM, HE REVIEWED IN
SOME UETALIL THE HWISTOKRY OF HOw THAT INTERVENTION HAD
COME ABUUT. HE LAID SOME RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE .SYRIAN
. PRESENCE OUN THE USe HE ACKNUWLEDGED. THAT BY THE TIME
THEN PKESIDENT FRANJIYAH AND PRIME MINISTER KARAM]
AGREED TU INVITE SYRIAN INTERVENTION IN 1975 TO SAVE
THE CHRLSTIANS FRQOM BEING UVERRUN BY LEFTISTS AND
. PALESTINIAN FURCES THERE WAS PRUBABLY NO CHUICE FOR .THE
. US BUT TU GU ALONGe HIS INDICTMENT UF .THE USs HUWEVERS
WAS IN 1TSS FAILURE TO ACT SUUNER AND PARTICULARLY. IN ITS
FAILURE T0U UNDERSTAND THAY SYRLAN #AS HELPING CREATE THE VERY .
SITUATIUN wHICH SUBSEQUENTLY REQUIRED TS INTERVENTION, HE
WAS NUT SPECIFIC ABUUT HOW THE US SHOLD  HAVE PREVENTED - SYRIAN
CACTIUNS BUT THE THRUST OF HIS ARGUMENT wAS THAT DECISIVE
US=WESTERN PUw:R ACTIUN In THE EARLY DAYS OF LEBANON'’S cxvxL ‘wAR CDUL
D . . T
HAVE PRthNThU LATER TRAGEDIES. '
40 WHEN THE SENATOR ASKED WHETHER THE GOL HAD EVER
CALLED UPENLY FUR THE DEPAKTURE OF THE SYRIANSs
BOUTRUS STRESSED THE IMPOKTANCE UF THE LEBANESE WORKING:
PAPEKe 1IN THAT PAPERs wHICH HAD THE SIGNATURE OF
LEBANUN’S CrRISTIAN LEADERS AND EVEN MURE IMPORTANTLY
OF PRIME MINISTER WAZZAN» THE CUUNTRY’S SENIUR MUSLIM
LEADEky A TIMETABLE FUR THE DEPARTURE OF THE SYRIANS
" WITHIN UNE YEAR WAS CLEARLY LAID DOWN, THE SYRIANS
HAD BEEn SO URSET BY ThIS PAPER THAT THEY HAD AVOIDED
ALL SUBSEGUENT ATTEMPTS TU DISCUSS ITse AND HAD INSTRUCTED
THE NATIONAL MOVEMENT TO DE#AND THAT PRIME MINISTER
WAZZAN WITHDRAW IT. THEY WERE NOTe BOUTROS OBSERVEDS
INTERESTED IN LEAVING LEBANON UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES.
KE ®&S NOT SANGUINE ABOUT TE POSSIBILITY OF GETTING
THE SYRIANS TO LEAVE, AS HE PUT ITs THE SYRIANS ARE
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THEMSELVES INVULVED IN CRATEING THE CONDITIUNS WhICH
MARE THELW CUNTIWUED PRESENCE NECESSARYp OR AT LEAST
PLAUSIBLE. BUT HE ACKNUWLEDGED THAT A COMBINATION OF
INTEKNATIONAL PRESSURE AND PERMAPS CULVERNMENTAL
CHANGES 1IN SYR1A MIGHT EVENTUALLY BRING ASOUT THEIR
DEPAKTURE. . _ :
5, PALESTIN1AN ISSUEIBUUTROS TULD THE SENATOR THAT

THE PALESTINIAN PRESENCE WwWAS A MAJUR FACTOR 1IN THE

LEBANESE PRUBLEMALTHOUGH THE SULUTION OF THE LEBANESE
PRUBLEM CUULL KWUT AwALT THE SULUTIUN UF TRHE PALESTINIAN
PROBLEMe AND 17 wOULD DEVASTATE LEBANESE MORALE 10
SUGGEST THEKE wAS SUCH A DIRECT LINKe IT ®wAS CLEAR

" YHAT THEKE wAS WO ‘HOPE FOR DEFINITIVE SOLUTION OF

LABANUN’S BRUUBLES WITHOUT PROGRESS ON THE QUESTION OF

 PALESTINE. IN THIS CONTEXT HE URGED THAT THE US PLAY
A WORE ACTIVE RULE IN SEEKING A SOLUTIOUN INCLULING DIRECT

Y,

CONTACTS w1TH REPRESENTATIVE PALESTINIAN LEADERSs THE

MUST IMPORTANT UF wHO WERE IN THE PLO. HE BELIEVED.
THAT THE RKANGE OF PROBLEMS BEING ADDRESSED IN THE

AUTONGMY TALKS BETWEEN EGYPT. AND ISKAEL wAS TOO NARROW

TO GFEER ANY HUPE THAT THE PALESTINIANS wOULD JOIN, HE

HOPED THAT AFTEK APRIL ThE SCOPE OF THE TALKS COULD BE
BRUADENEDS "PERPHAS w]TH THE - INTRODUCTIQNUF THE FARD PLAN -
AS A FRAME®UKK 50 THAT THE REAL PRUBLEH OF - THE AKEA. COULD BE
D1SCUSSED. HE DID NOT EXPECY A SUUDEN. REQORIENTATION OF
EGYPT’S PULICIES BUT CLEARLY THUUGHY EGYPT wOULD SGMEHOW
KEJOIN THE ARrat WORLD IN THE MONTHS FOLLUBING THE. RETURN
OF . THE SINAl, o ' S : ‘
EXDIS ,

6o LEBANON’S CENTRAL GOVERNMENTS BUOUTROS ACKNOKLEDGED

THE wEAKNESS OF LEBANON’S CENTRAL GOVERNMENTo IN KESPONSE
O A. GUESTIOGN FROM THE SENATOR AB0UT TrHE POSSIBLITY OF
STRENGTHENING THE ARMYs HE USBSERVED THAT THE LESANESE
ARMY REFLECTED ALL THE DIVISIONS OF THE NATIONe 1F THE

~

"ARMY WEKE 2002000 MEN INSTEAD OF 203000 IT wOULD STILL

BE HAMSTRUNG BY THUSE DIVISIONS, THEREFOREs THE REAL
SOLUTIUN #AS TU BRING ABOUT A POLITICAL RECONCILIATION
FREE FWKUM FURELGN PRESSURES WHILE OF CUURSE CONTINUING
1O STRENGTHEN THE ARMY AND THE SECURITY FURCESe HE
EMPHASIZEDs HUSEVERy THAT THERE COULD BE NO THUUGHT OF
SIMPLY CONSTRUCTING A LEBANESE ARMY AND THEN USING IT
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< SEVERAL TIMES TO wORD JUST RECEIVED FROM TUNLS REGARDING
. THE HENEWAL. BY THE ARAE LEAGUE UF THE MANDATE OF THE

“ ARAB DETERKENT FORCE (NO& ALL SYRIAN) IN LEBANON FOR AN
. ADDITIUNAL SIX MONTHS, HE SAID THAT SAUDI ARABLAs OMANY .
" KUWALT AND SUMALIA MAD NOT PARTICIPATED AND THAT JRAus .
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AS THE INSTRUMENT TU UNIFY. THE CUUNIQV BY FURLE. CIMAT
wWOULD NUT WURK, S

7o ARAbL "FULLUW UP COMMITTEES IN RESDGNSE TO A QUESTIONg
BUUTRUS NOTED THAT THE ARAB FOLLOW UP COMMITTEE HAD
FAILEV 10 MEET UN . THE 18ThH BECAUSE SOUDI ARABLA AND
KURALT HAD NUT ®ISHED TU RISK A CONFRONATION wWlTH THE . |
SYRJANS AND ThHE PALESTINIANS OVER THE QUESTIUN OF CONTROL
GF LEBANESE PUKTS AND CUASTLINE, HE THOUGHT THAT THE
PRECESS wAS NUT DEAD AND THAT IT WAS IMPORTANT THAT 17T

.BE KEPT GOINGe IN THAT REGARDy HE HAD JUST MET wlThH

. SYRIAN FOREIGN MINISTERKHADDAM AND »uuLo BE GUING 10
DAMASCUS JAN 23 FOR MORE TALKS,

<8¢ ARAB LEAGUE RENEWAL OF AUF MANDATES BOUTROUS - REFERRED

- SUDAN AND JURDAN HAD EXPRESSED RESERVATIUNS. BOUTROS
" THOUGHT THIS waS EXTREMELY SIGNIFICANT AND LINKED IT .
10 GRUWING ARAD DISILLUSIUNM&NT wah SYRIAN ACTIONS ‘
IN LEBANUN, - _
S DILLUN
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